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These attributions to Chou En-Lai no doubt are acceptable only ' - 
if one remembers the possibilities of the. r being garbled by Nasser 
or Heikal or in translation from Chinese to Arabic to English. 

For instance, it is impossible for anyone who knows the Chinese 
to concieve of one saying he wants more American troops sent to 
Vietnam. In extreme circumstances he might want them for some 
exotic reason, but pever would, he say so. Nasser, in other words, 
inferred, this meaning from what Chou actually said,. Probably that 
was since some American troops already were there, in a sense they 
were hostage to the Chinese because if involved against Vietnam 
they would be that much less likely to attack China. 

The reference i8 the middle column to drugs and opium is 
important, of only because of the recent allegations by a congressional 
committee (the one headed by Ichord.) that China is engaging in drug 
sales amounting to billions of dollars annually. The right wing is 
pkcing this up and spreading it as gospel. It runs 180 d.egrees 
against what Snow and others who have been to China say — that the 
Chinese have wiped out drug addiction just as they have^grostitution 
and veneral disease. Really wiped it out. Would this possible 
if they were growing enormous crops of Apiurn on their own soil ? 

If Chou said anything like this I suspect he was talking about 
Laos, whsKSx if not other Indochinese countries, where they have from 
the beginning supported the Pathet Lao ( as early as 19^8 iji as 

I recall it) and where much of the opium comes from that winds up 
as processed heroin in South Vietnam, flown there usually, we are 
told, by South Vietnamese or Laekzsraz Royal Laotian military planes 
'or even by the CIA's Air America. Some of this raw opium even 
reaches Mexico where it is refined into heroin and smuggled into 
the United sTates, some reports say. 

In any case Chou undoubtedly said something to the effect that 
this weapon was used on the Chinese and that the Chinese now are 
fighting the West withn its own weapon, if only indrectly. 

This has always been an extremely sore point with the Chinese 
since the Opium War with the British in the 1840s, and the Japanese 
used the same device in occupied China in the 1930s and 40s by 
making cheap heroin available everywhere, usually through Korean 
peddlers who enjoyed Japanese prote&ction as Japanese nati ! onals. 
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